
 

 

 

Contact: Dr. Donna Mullaney & Dr. Joan Cansdale 
Supervisor of Elementary ELA and Supervisor of Secondary ELA 
Plainfield Public Schools 
 
Reading is an important part of everyday life, and summer is a great time to read! Challenge 
your students to read every day. The more our students read, the better readers they will 
be. 

Students should feel free to select any books that they can read with ease. Use the lists for 
suggestions only. It is most important that students are reading books and magazines that 
they enjoy.   

Students should complete the Flipgrid book review after reading their books. Encourage 
students to view other students' Flipgrid videos to get recommendations on books they may 
be interested in reading.   

Please encourage your students to visit the library this summer. Many excellent children's 
books are available with a library  

card: https://www.plainfieldlibrary.info/Departments/Childrens/SummerReading.html 

Please include these lists with all summer packets and place them on Schoology for students 
to reference.  

Kudos to Clinton school for having the most students complete the Flipgrid book review last 
year  (Ms. McLeod's 5th-grade class). Which class will have the most Fligrids completed this 
year? 

I hope you and your students will read many stories this summer and reap all of the wonderful 
benefits that reading has to offer! – Dr. Donna Mullaney & Dr. Joan Cansdale 

 

https://www.plainfieldlibrary.info/Departments/Childrens/SummerReading.html


"There's no such thing as a kid who hates reading. There are kids who love reading, and kids who are
reading the wrong books." ~James Patterson

Dear Parents and Guardians,

We are excited to roll-out our elementary suggested summer reading list. Your child has worked hard
and now it is important to make sure their reading levels are maintained  to avoid the “summer slide.”
We need your help to ensure that does not happen. Please make certain  your child is reading every
day. Just reading 20 minutes a day can greatly impact success for next year.

We want to make this a summer that encourages your child to fall in love with reading! There are many

options from the Plainfield summer reading list for your child to choose from fiction, non-fiction,
informational, and how-to-books. Texts may be the traditional print or eBook versions. Keep in mind
this is a suggested list and with parental/guardian approval, your children may select books that are not
included.

Have fun, read to each other, and talk about books during dinner or throughout the day. Help your child

to see the summer as a time when they can dive into books that feed their imagination and special
interest. Engaging kids in fun summer learning activities motivates them to continue their growth in
reading and builds a strong foundation for the upcoming school year.

Here are some tips for making reading a part of the fun:

1. Make sure your child has a library card. Many books are available digitally through the
Plainfield Public library. To sign up for a card online visit:

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/7iklZcCePb6WcYRb1e5s4

2. Listen to audiobooks

If you will be spending a lot of time in the car or at home, rent books on tape or CD from the
library, and listen to them together. This can also be a great way to support language
development or to encourage children with learning disabilities to enjoy stories.

3. Make reading a part of the summer routine. This can sometimes be a hard sell next to
televisions, video games, and other distractions. If you are having trouble try exchanging 20-30
minutes of reading for a ticket for 20-30 minutes of “screen time.”



4. Lead by example. Make reading a part of your own summer routine. One of the biggest factors

that determine if a student will be a lifelong reader is seeing someone in their family set that
example. If possible create an inviting reading nook in your house.

5. When reading, ask your child lots of questions. Reading lots of books silently or aloud, with
someone else helps children build phonic skills and fluency. But, talking about books, answering
questions, and re-telling stories help a child develop their ability to understand language.

6. Help your child select books at the right level. A good way to decide whether your child is

reading books at the right reading level is to have her read from a page in the book that she has
chosen (any page but the first page). If she is reading smoothly and understands what she is
reading, the book is probably at a good level for her. If she makes five or more errors in a
passage of about 50 words, the level may be too challenging.

7. Make a “Summer Fun Journal.” Combine your child’s favorite summer activities with writing.

Have your child decorate a notebook with a summer theme. When they help with the garden,

make a recipe, or take a nature walk they can write and draw about their experiences!

The key to success with summer reading is to help make the reading a part of the fun. Making the library

a fun destination, turning the act of reading into a game, and combining literacy  skills with things your
children already love will help develop a love of literacy!

Dr. Donna Mullaney
Champion for Students
Supervisor of Elementary ELA
Plainfield Public Schools





Summer Reading List for Rising Kindergarten 

 

                                Plainfield School District 
 

                                                  RECOMMENDED READING LIST  

     

 
Antony, Steve. Please, Mr. Panda. Mr. Panda wants to share 

his doughnuts with the other animals, but only if they remember to say   

“please” and “thank you.”  

 

Barrow, David. Have You Seen Elephant? Subtle humor and  

irresistible artwork makes this game of hide-and-seek with an elephant big fun.  

 

Bass, Jennifer Vogel. Edible Colors. The many colors found in different fruits and vegetables are 

 explored through simple text and photographs.  

 

Child, Lauren. The New Small Person. In the familiar tale of a less-than-welcome sibling, the 

author gets to the heart of a child’s evolving emotions about becoming a big brother or 

sister. 

 

Carle, Eric.  What’s Your Favorite Animal?  With beautiful illustrations and charming personal 

stories, 14 children’s book artists share their favorite animals and tell the reader why they 

love them. 

 

Elya, Susan Middleton.  Rubia and the Three Osos.  This retelling of the story of Goldilocks and 

the Three Bears uses rhyming text mainly in English but interspersed with Spanish 

words. 

 

Fenske, Jonathan. Hello Crabby! Crabby is NOT happy. Sun is in Crabby's eyes. Salt is in 

Crabby's teeth. Sand is in Crabby's shell. Plankton tries, again and again, to cheer Crabby 

up -- with laugh-out-loud results! Will Crabby ever crack a smile? Or will 

Crabby always be crabby?  

 

Hudson, Cheryl Willis & Ford, Bernette.  Bright Eyes, Brown Skin.  In this book designed to 

build self-esteem, four African-American kindergarteners enjoy their day together. 

 

Lloyd-Jones, Sally.  The Ultimate Guide to Grandmas & Grandpas.   
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                                Plainfield School District 
 

Hints are offered to grandchildren about how to make grandparents happy, such as 

singing and dancing for them, sharing naps, and letting them give you special treats and 

presents. 

 

Numeroff, Laura Joffe.  If You Give a Dog a Donut.  

         Simple text and illustrations describe the chaos that might ensue if a dog  

         was given a donut.  

 

Raschka, Christopher. A Ball for Daisy.  

 Daisy the dog is heartbroken when her favorite toy ball is destroyed while  she is  playing 

 with another dog, but she realizes she has also gained something. Caldecott Medal  

 

Wells, Rosemary.  How many?  How much?  Get Set for Kindergarten series.  Timothy and his 

kindergarten classmates learn about counting, measuring, money, and other math 

concepts.  Includes activities on directionality, spatial relations, and the days of the week. 

 

Wells, Rosemary.  Letters and Sounds.  Get Set for Kindergarten series.  Timothy and his 

kindergarten classmates learn about the alphabet, sounds, and rhyming.  Includes 

activities on letter recognition, single and multiple syllable words, and words that start 

with consonants and vowels. 

 

YOU MAY ALSO SELECT A BOOK FROM ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING AUTHORS 

OR SERIES: 

AUTHORS SERIES 

 

Frank Asch 

Eric Carle 

Joy Cowley 

Mem Fox 

Jonathan London 

David Shannon 

 

Five Little Monkeys 

Biscuit 

Pete the  Cat 

Miss Bindergarten 

Spot 
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We want to encourage students to create a short video book review this summer. Book 
talks provide learners a choice in reading and reflecting, which also promotes fluency, 
comprehension, and speaking and listening skills. Guide your child to reflect on a 
book then share their creation on Flipgrid! 

 

How to submit a book talk video to the Grid: 

 Log on to Plainfield’s Summer Reading Book Talks using this link:  

            https://flipgrid.com/summerbooktalk 

 Use your school’s Google account or Plainfield email account 

 On the right side of the screen you will see a blue scroll down menu 5 Topics  

 Click on the blue arrow to locate the grade you are entering in September 

 Click on the title and read the directions then scroll down and click on the big green 

plus button 

 After selecting the green plus, complete these 4 easy steps to submit! 

1.    Tap to record 

Tap the record button on the bottom to start. Add fun stickers, filters, text, and more. Tap 

the arrow on the bottom right to advance. 

2.  Review your video.  
Trim, rearrange, or add more. Tap the arrow in the bottom right to advance. 

3.   Take a selfie!  
The selfie will be the cover image for your video. Tap the arrow in the bottom right to 
advance. You may also hold up the title of your book (or a handwritten title) instead of a 
picture selfie. 

4.   Submit your video! 
Edit your name, add a title, or attach a link. Then submit! 

5. All submissions will be reviewed prior to publishing.  

 
 

 
 

 

https://flipgrid.com/summerbooktalk


Summer Reading List                                                                     
Rising First  and Second Graders  

Plainfield School District 
 

RECOMMENDED READING LIST  

     

 

Agee, Jon. The Wall in the Middle of the Book.  A foolish knight is certain that his 
side of the wall is the safe side in this clever, amusingly picture book. There is a 
wall in the middle of the book, and our hero--a young knight--is sure that the 
wall protects his side of the book from the dangers of the other side--like an 
angry tiger and giant rhino, and worst of all, an ogre who would gobble him up 
in a second! 

 
Brockington, Drew. Hangry. When a young lizard monster gets a hankering for his 

favorite hot dog spot, he takes the train to the city--only to find that the place is 
closed for vacation. When this little monster gets too hungry, he starts to get 
angry. In addition, when he gets hangry, this poor city is at risk of a full-scale 
monster attack. As his rage swells, so does he, until he is the size of a 
skyscraper, and it falls to the citizens to find him some food--and fast! 

 
Cabrera, Cozbi A. My Hair is a Garden. After a day of being taunted by classmates 

about her unruly hair, Mackenzie can't take any more. On her way home from 
school, she seeks the guidance of her wise and comforting neighbor, Miss Tillie. 
Using the beautiful garden in her backyard as a metaphor, Miss Tillie shows 
Mackenzie that maintaining healthy hair is not a chore nor is it something to 
fear. But most importantly, Mackenzie learns that natural black hair is 
beautiful 

 
Daywalt, Drew.  The Day the Crayons Came Home. One day, Duncan is happily 

coloring with his crayons when a stack of postcards arrives in the mail from his 
former crayons, each of which has run away or been left behind, and all of 
which want to come home. 

 
Elya, Susan Middleton. Little Roja Riding Hood. A rhyming twist on  

the classic fairy tale in which a little girl saves her grandmother from a wolf. 
Includes a glossary of Spanish words. 
 

 
Numeroff, Laura.  The Jellybeans and the Big Art Adventure.  Four friends who like 

to do different things such as paint, play soccer, read and dance --- paint a 
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mural on an outside wall of Mrs. Petunia Dinkley-Sneezer’s candy shop that 
depicts them each doing what they love best.  Series 

 
Rosensteihl, Agnes. Silly Lilly In What Will I Be Today?  Each day of the week, Silly 

Lilly tries out a new career through play in this fun graphic novel for beginning 
readers. 

 
 
Rylant, Cynthia. Henry, Mudge, and the Big Sleepover.  

Henry and his dog Mudge are invited to a sleepover in Patrick's attic, where 
they watch monster movies, eat pizza, and enjoy a contest to determine whose 
dog is the best popcorn catcher. Series  

 
Woodson, Jacqueline. Each Kindness. It is only after Maya, the new girl, moves away 
 that Chloe regretfully realizes that she and her friends have been unkind by 
 excluding her from their games.  
 
YOU MAY ALSO SELECT A BOOK FROM ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING AUTHORS OR 

SERIES: 

AUTHORS SERIES 

 

Jan Brett 

Marc Brown 

Donald Crews 

Kevin Henkes 

Arnold Lobel 

James Marshall 

Mo Willems 

Marc Brown 

Gail Gibbons 

James Marshall 

Mary Pope Osborne 

Faith Ringgold 

Seymour Simon 

 

 

Amanda Pig and Oliver Pig 

Bad Kitty Series 

Arthur 

Frog and Toad 

Froggy 

Madeline 

Horrible Harry 

Amelia Bedelia 

Henry and Mudge 

Minnie & Moo 

Mr. Putter and Tabby 

Nate the Great 
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We want to encourage students to create a short video book review this summer. Book 
talks provide learners a choice in reading and reflecting, which promotes fluency, 
comprehension, and speaking and listening skills. Guide your child to reflect on a 
book then share their creation on Flipgrid! 

How to submit a book talk video to the Grid: 

 Log on to Plainfield’s Summer Reading Book Talks using this link:  

            https://flipgrid.com/summerbooktalk 

 Use your school’s Google account or Plainfield email account 

 On the right side of the screen you will see a blue scroll down menu 5 Topics  

 Click on the blue arrow to locate the grade you are entering in September 

 Click on the title and read the directions then scroll down and click on the big green 

plus button 

 After selecting the green plus, complete these four easy steps to submit! 

1.    Tap to record 

Tap the record button on the bottom to start. Add fun stickers, filters, text, and more. Tap 

the arrow on the bottom right to advance. 

2.  Review your video.  
Trim, rearrange, or add more. Tap the arrow in the bottom right to advance. 

3.   Take a selfie!  
The selfie will be the cover image for your video. Tap the arrow in the bottom right to 
advance. You may also hold up the title of your book (or a handwritten title) instead of a 
picture selfie. 

4.   Submit your video! 
Edit your name, add a title, or attach a link. Then submit! 

5. All submissions will be reviewed prior to publishing.  

 

https://flipgrid.com/summerbooktalk
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Summer Reading List                                                        
Rising Third and Fourth Graders  

Plainfield School District 
 

 

RECOMMENDED READING LIST  

     

Blabey, Aaron. The Bad Guys.   

 Graphic novel format. The Bad Guys, Mr. Wolf, Mr. Shark, Mr. Snake, and Mr. Piranha, 

 want to be heroes, and they decide that the way to do it is free the 200 dogs in the city 

 dog pound–but their plan soon goes awry. 

Brown, Jeff. Flat Stanley. After being flattened by a bulletin board, Stanley wakes up to 
 discover he is FLAT! While this predicament has its downsides, the positive is he can be 
 rolled up, easily mailed anywhere, and even used as a kite on a windy day. His situation 
 also makes him a hero when he thwarts some art thieves. 

Cannon, Janell. Stellaluna. Stellaluna, becomes separated from her mother and finds her way  
 to a nest of birds. She is adopted by them and learns bird-like behavior. 

DiCamillo, Kate. Flora & Ulysses. Flora Belle Buckman, a self-proclaimed cynic, spends her 
 time reading comic books and struggling to understand her parents' recent divorce. She 
 is jolted into action when the neighbor runs over a squirrel with a vacuum cleaner. 
 Flora then names the squirrel Ulysses after the vacuum cleaner accident. 

Pilkey, Dav. Dog Man. George and Harold have created a new hero who digs into deception, 
 claws after crooks, and rolls over robbers. When Greg the police dog and his cop 
 companion are injured on the job, a life-saving surgery changes the course of history, 
 and Dog Man is born. With the head of a dog and the body of a human, this heroic 
 hound has a real nose for justice. But can he resist the call of the wild to answer the call 
 of duty? 

Rissi, Anica Mrose. Anna, Banana, and the Friendship Split. Anna and Sadie have always been 

best friends so when Sadie suddenly starts being mean, Anna is very sad and seeks 

support from her dog Banana and classmate Isabel, as well as advice from her brother 

Chuck and her parents. Series 

Scieszka, John. The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs! In the story The True Story of the Three 

Little Pigs, the wolf sets out to tell his version of what really happened the day he blew all 

the houses down. The wolf claims that he is completely misunderstood.  
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Steig, William. When Everybody Wore a Hat.  This is the story of a boy almost 100 years ago 

when fire engines were pulled by horses, boys did not play with girls, kids went to 

libraries for books, there was no TV, you could see a movie for a nickel, and everybody 

wore a hat. 

 

Yolen, Jane.  Animal Stories: Heartwarming True Tales from the Animal Kingdom.  
National Geographic presents a collection of true animal stories from different historical 
periods, including the tales of Balto the Alaskan sled dog, Smoky the Bear, and internet 
sensation Christian the lion. 

 

 
 

YOU MAY ALSO SELECT A BOOK FROM ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING AUTHORS 

OR SERIES: 

AUTHORS SERIES 

 

David Adler 

Betsy Byars 

Matt Christopher 

Beverly Cleary 

Patricia Polacco 

Jon Scieszka 

Avi 

Judy Blume 

Beverly Cleary 

Roald Dahl 

Paula Danzinger 

Jerry Spinelli 

 

A to Z Mysteries 

Cam Jansen 

Flat Stanley 

Iris and Walter series 

Judy Moody 

Magic Tree House 

Amber Brown 

Clementine 

Encyclopedia Brown 

Ramona 

Wayside School 

The Mouse And The Motorcycle 
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We want to encourage students to create a short video book review this summer. Book 
talks provide learners a choice in reading and reflecting, which promotes fluency, 

comprehension, and speaking and listening skills. Guide your child to reflect on a 
book then share their creation on Flipgrid! 

How to submit a book talk video to the Grid: 

 Log on to Plainfield’s Summer Reading Book Talks using this link:  

            https://flipgrid.com/summerbooktalk 

 Use your school’s Google account or Plainfield email account 

 On the right side of the screen you will see a blue scroll down menu 5 Topics  

 Click on the blue arrow to locate the grade you are entering in September 

 Click on the title and read the directions then scroll down and click on the big green 

plus button 

 After selecting the green plus, complete these four easy steps to submit! 

1.    Tap to record 

Tap the record button on the bottom to start. Add fun stickers, filters, text, and more. Tap 

the arrow on the bottom right to advance. 

2.  Review your video.  
Trim, rearrange, or add more. Tap the arrow in the bottom right to advance. 

3.   Take a selfie!  
The selfie will be the cover image for your video. Tap the arrow in the bottom right to 
advance. You may also hold up the title of your book (or a handwritten title) instead of a 
picture selfie. 

4.   Submit your video! 
Edit your name, add a title, or attach a link. Then submit! 

 

https://flipgrid.com/summerbooktalk
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Summer Reading List for Rising 5th Graders  
 

 

Plainfield School District 

RECOMMENDED READING LIST  

       

Applegate, Katherine.  The One and Only Ivan.  When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in 
a down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby elephant that has been added 
to the mall, he decides that he must find her a better life. 

 
Brown, Peter. The Wild Robot. A graphic novel about a robot who becomes one with nature 

after she washes up on a seemingly uninhabited island. Except Roz soon finds that the 
island is inhabited — just not by humans.  

 
Bell, Cece.  El Deafo.  This empowering graphic novel memoir of the author/illustrator’s 

childhood struggle being accepted and finding friends with her severe deafness received 
a 2015 Newbery Honor. 

 
Brallier, Max. The Last Kids on Earth. Described as Diary of 

a Wimpy Kid meets The Walking Dead; this post-apocalyptic graphic novel is sure to 
delight summer readers as Jack Sullivan holes up in his treehouse for as long as he can. 
 

Davies, Jacqueline. The Lemonade War. Evan and his younger sister, Jesse, react very 
differently to the news that they will be in the same class for fourth grade and as the end 
of summer approaches, they battle it out through lemonade stands, each trying to be the 
first to earn 100 dollars. 

 
Medina, Meg.  Merci Suárez Changes Gears.  

Using humor and grace, Merci, a charming and plucky protagonist, cycles through life’s 
challenges with the support of her intergenerational family. This richly nuanced novel 
tackles the complexity of navigating a multicultural identity amidst changing family 
dynamics.  
 

Palacio, R.J.  Wonder.  Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme facial 
abnormalities, goes from being home-schooled to entering fifth grade at a private middle 
school in Manhattan, where he endures the taunting and fear of his classmates as he 
struggles to be seen as just another student. 

 
Shurtliff, Liesl.  Rump: The True Story of Rumpelstiltskin.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2013.  Twelve-

year-old Rump goes on a quest to discover his true identity and to break a magical curse 
in this humorous take on the classic fairy tale. 
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YOU MAY ALSO SELECT A BOOK FROM ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING AUTHORS 

OR SERIES: 

AUTHORS SERIES 

Kate DiCamillo 

Jack Gantos 

Lois Lowry 

 Patricia Polacco 

Ronald Dahl 

Louis Sachar 

Dear America 

I Survived 

Joey Pigza 

DK Eyewitness 

39 Clues 

Jake Maddox 
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We want to encourage students to create a short video book review this summer. Book 
talks provide learners a choice in reading and reflecting, which also promotes fluency, 
comprehension, and speaking and listening skills. Guide your child to reflect on a 
book then share their creation on Flipgrid! 

 

How to submit a book talk video to the Grid: 

 Log on to Plainfield’s Summer Reading Book Talks using this link:  

            https://flipgrid.com/summerbooktalk 

 Use your school’s Google account or Plainfield email account 

 On the right side of the screen you will see a blue scroll down menu 5 Topics  

 Click on the blue arrow to locate the grade you are entering in September 

 Click on the title and read the directions then scroll down and click on the big green 

plus button 

 After selecting the green plus, complete these 4 easy steps to submit! 

1.    Tap to record 

Tap the record button on the bottom to start. Add fun stickers, filters, text, and more. Tap 

the arrow on the bottom right to advance. 

2.  Review your video.  
Trim, rearrange, or add more. Tap the arrow in the bottom right to advance. 

3.   Take a selfie!  
The selfie will be the cover image for your video. Tap the arrow in the bottom right to 
advance. You may also hold up the title of your book (or a handwritten title) instead of a 
picture selfie. 

4.   Submit your video! 
Edit your name, add a title, or attach a link. Then submit! 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

https://flipgrid.com/summerbooktalk


Spanish Titles

Kindergarten & 1st Grade
Picture Books

Anderson, Peggy Perry. Joe quiere jugar. (Greenlight Reader Series)
It’s the Frog family reunion, and all of Joe’s relatives are together. Everyone’s having fun
except Joe. With so many cousins, aunts, uncles, and grandparents around, you’d think
somebody would play with Joe, but everyone says he’s too big, too small, too fast, or too
slow. No matter where Joe turns, all he hears is “no” . . . until a very special guest arrives!
(Amazon.com)

*Cermeño, Xosé. ¡Mi Tía es verde!
Aunt Juliana is green and nobody knows why. Her niece feels really lucky to have a green
aunt, and lists the many perks to having a green relative.

*Guerrero, Andrés. Cinco ovejitas.
Little wolf can't sleep so his mother recommends to count sheep. One, two, three, four,
five...Nothing. One, two, three, four, five… No way, and the sheep are getting more and more
tired. But what can little wolf do if he only knows how to count to five? [El Barco de Vapor]

^Heras, Chema. Abuelos.
Manuela is fun and Manuel loves to dance with her. The tender story of an elderly couple, who
graciously accepts the passage of time.

https://www.bookdepository.com/Joe-Quiere-Jugar-Peggy-Perry-Anderson/9780544790339
https://www.bookdepository.com/Mi-Ti-Es-Verde-Xose-Cermeno/9788434867666?ref=grid-view&qid=1494532862276&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/Mi-Ti-Es-Verde-Xose-Cermeno/9788434867666?ref=grid-view&qid=1494532862276&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/Cinco-Ovejitas-An-Guerrero/9788467522938?ref=grid-view&qid=1494532092006&sr=1-3
https://www.bookdepository.com/Cinco-Ovejitas-An-Guerrero/9788467522938?ref=grid-view&qid=1494532092006&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Abuelos-Chema-Heras/dp/8484642070/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495038533&sr=1-1&keywords=abuelos%2Bchema%2Bheras
https://www.amazon.com/Abuelos-Chema-Heras/dp/8484642070/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495038533&sr=1-1&keywords=abuelos%2Bchema%2Bheras


*Hematocrítico. Felíz Feroz.
Once upon a time, there was a young wolf who was so nice, his mother sent him to his
uncle's house to learn to be ferocious. Even after run-ins with Little Red Riding Hood, the
three little pigs, and the seven little goats, the young wolf still cannot be mean!

*Ibarrola, Begoña. La Flor Aventurera. [Series: Cuentos para Sentir]
With fall coming, a curious flower called Margarita longs to experience snow.
Also recommended: Historia de una Lata.

Iglesias, Gracia. ¡Qué Golazo!
Tito and his friends like to play soccer in the street. But what happens when they arrive one day
and the street is occupied? [Miau]

Ismail, Yasmeen. Una gafas para Rafa.
Rafa detests his new eyeglasses, until he returns to school and realizes how useful they ar

^Isol. Secreto de Familia.
What do you do with a secret? A little girl discovers an incredible family secret, and begins to
fear that she and her family are very different from her friends.

*Keselman, Gabriela. Mamá Elefante es genial.
Enzo’s Mother has a large trunk, and she’s not always happy with it! But her trunk is useful
for many other things, some of them really fun! A cute book about body image and accepting
people’s differences. [Alfaguara Infantíl]

*Konnecke, Ole. Antón sabe hacer magia
When Antâon gets a real magician's hat, he discover that when he pulls it over his eyes, he can
do magic, or so it seems!

^Menéndez-Ponte, María. Pupi y la aventura de los cowboys. [Series]
Pupi, the extraterrestrial, and the gang have gone to play at Coque’s house, but Coque hates
losing and sharing his toys. When the room suddenly turns into a Wild West saloon, what will
happen to Pupi and his friends? A great story that shows that selfishness and greed lead
nowhere.

^Morán, José. Cuentos de las vocales.
In the city of Abecedario, Consonants and Vowels live in harmony, until Consonants trick the

https://www.bookdepository.com/Feliz-Feroz-Alber-Vazquez/9788467861334
https://www.bookdepository.com/Feliz-Feroz-Alber-Vazquez/9788467861334
https://www.bookdepository.com/L-flor-aventurer-Begon-Ibarrol-Lopez-de-Davalillo-Alici-Padron/9788467553680
https://www.bookdepository.com/L-flor-aventurer-Begon-Ibarrol-Lopez-de-Davalillo-Alici-Padron/9788467553680
https://www.bookdepository.com/Histori-de-un-lat-The-Story-of-Can-Begon-Ibarrol/9788467519853
https://www.buscalibre.us/libro-que-golazo/9788416434350/p/47419696
https://www.buscalibre.us/libro-que-golazo/9788416434350/p/47419696
https://www.amazon.com/Una-gafas-para-Rafa-Spanish/dp/8484705080/ref%3Dsr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494950448&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=Unas%2Bgafas%2Bpara%2BRafa
https://www.amazon.com/Una-gafas-para-Rafa-Spanish/dp/8484705080/ref%3Dsr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494950448&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=Unas%2Bgafas%2Bpara%2BRafa
https://www.bookdepository.com/Secre-de-Famili-Isol/9789681670467?ref=grid-view&qid=1495082630776&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/Secre-de-Famili-Isol/9789681670467?ref=grid-view&qid=1495082630776&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/Mama-elefante-es-genial-Gabriel-Keselman-Porter-Claudi-Bielinsky/9788420469683?ref=grid-view&qid=1494532825964&sr=1-2
https://www.bookdepository.com/Mama-elefante-es-genial-Gabriel-Keselman-Porter-Claudi-Bielinsky/9788420469683?ref=grid-view&qid=1494532825964&sr=1-2
https://www.bookdepository.com/Anton-Sabe-Hacer-Magi-Ole-Konnecke/9788467515947
https://www.bookdepository.com/Anton-Sabe-Hacer-Magi-Ole-Konnecke/9788467515947
https://www.amazon.com/Pupi-aventura-cowboys-adventure-Spanish/dp/8467528885/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495083433&sr=1-1&keywords=pupi%2Bcowboys
https://www.amazon.com/Pupi-aventura-cowboys-adventure-Spanish/dp/8467528885/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495083433&sr=1-1&keywords=pupi%2Bcowboys
https://www.amazon.com/Cuentos-las-vocales-Jos%C3%A9-Mor%C3%A1n/dp/8467553677/ref%3Dsr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494993608&sr=1-2&keywords=cuentos%2Bde%2Blas%2Bvocales
https://www.amazon.com/Cuentos-las-vocales-Jos%C3%A9-Mor%C3%A1n/dp/8467553677/ref%3Dsr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494993608&sr=1-2&keywords=cuentos%2Bde%2Blas%2Bvocales


Vowels, and banished them around the globe! ‘A’ goes on a worldwide quest to find his vowel
friends, and the letters discover they need each other to spell beautiful words like Peace, Love,
Beauty and Compassion.

^Ruiz, Ricard. El Mejor Regalo del Mundo.
Each birthday, Anita’s father sends her a book from an exotic country. Anita loves these
books because they come wrapped in colorful packaging and tell of incredible worlds. But this
year, Anita’s father sends her something a little different…

Navarro, Àngels. ¡Alehop!: Empieza el espectáculo.
Welcome to the circus! This book introduces young readers to the fascinating world of magic
and illusion through hands-on activities.

Queralt, Elisenda. La Tortuga. [Series: Fauna en Peligro]
Learn everything you have ever wanted to learn about turtles, including the importance of
protecting them and their habitats!

2nd & 3rd Grade
Picture Books

Ballesteros, Maria Jose. Una caja.
One day Fu and Bo receive a box for their father, with instructions not to open it! All morning,
the brothers imagine what the box contains. They are so curious that they are tempted to open
the box!

Serra, Adolfo. El bosque dentro de mí.
We all have a forest inside our minds. This minimalist, wordless book depicts the story of a boy
who sees more than his reflection in water, and embarks on a journey of the imagination
through a forest, to a city where nine questions await him.

Thomas, Maria Jose. Bravo, Rosina!
In this story, set in Chile in the early 1900s, Rosina's grandfather returns from a long journey
with something extraordinary: a gramophone and some operatic records. The family is even
more astonished when he decides to build his own recording studio. Even though Rosina is
forbidden to enter, she still becomes engulfed by the magic of the music. [Amazon.com]

Chapter Books

*Alcántara, Ricardo. Tomás y las tijeras mágicas.
Tomás, the wooden doll, loves to play with his friends, the ball, the doll and the train. When two
of them decide to go on a trip, Tomás must learn some new things

http://www.lecturalia.com/libro/55462/el-mejor-regalo-del-mundo
http://www.lecturalia.com/libro/55462/el-mejor-regalo-del-mundo
https://www.amazon.com/Alehop-Empieza-el-espect%C3%A1culo-Spanish/dp/8498259142/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494946538&sr=1-1&keywords=%C3%80ngels%2BNavarro%2BLaura%2BPrim
https://www.bookdepository.com/L-Tortug-Elisend-Queralt/9788498253771?ref=grid-view&qid=1494948147556&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/Un-caj-Mari-Jose-Ballesteros/9788461666904?ref=grid-view&qid=1495481197235&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/El-bosque-dentro-m%C3%AD-Spanish/dp/6071637678/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494952361&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/El-bosque-dentro-m%C3%AD-Spanish/dp/6071637678/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494952361&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bravo-Rosina-Asi-Viviamos-Spanish/dp/980257290X
https://www.bookdepository.com/Tomas-y-las-tijeras-magicas-Tomas-and-the-Magical-Scissors-Ricardo-Alcantar-Gusti/9788426359636
https://www.bookdepository.com/Tomas-y-las-tijeras-magicas-Tomas-and-the-Magical-Scissors-Ricardo-Alcantar-Gusti/9788426359636


*Alonso, Ana. La fábrica de monstruos.
The Foster Monsters are the hottest toys. Oscar dreams of having one. When he finally gets
one, an accident in his father's workshop leads him to discover the sinister truth of what goes
on at the Foster Factory. Together with his friends and their Foster Monsters, they set out to
remedy the situation.

*Barrena, Pablo. El tigre mágico.
Julia and Javier build a wooden tiger, but they end up breaking it, which leads to an unbelievable
adventure!

*Calsalderrey, Fina. ¡Gela se ha vuelto vampira!
Gela is acting very strange; so odd that her friends suspect that she is turning into a vampire!

*Cameron, Ann. El lugar más bonito del mundo.
Juan lives in Guatemala. Abandoned by his parents at 7 years old, he is taken in by his
grandmother. He works hard as boot cleaner to earn a living, but he wants something more: he
wants to learn to read. Thanks to his tireless efforts, he is finally allowed to go to school.

*Cansino, Eliacer. El lápiz que encontró su nombre.
A pencil with a broken point, forgotten on Cristina's desk, learns about the world from the
dictionary and seeks to discover its own name.

*Collinson, Roger. Las cosas de Berta.
Berta is a troublemaker, who causes her parents a lot of grief! What will happen when a
television crew comes to their house to record Berta’s sister for a big TV show?

^Gamboa, Jaime. La risa contagiosa.
In a world where words don’t exist, the people have learned to express themselves by painting.
Everything is fine until one day, they run out of ink! How will they communicate now?

https://www.bookdepository.com/L-Fabric-de-Monstruos-An-Alonso/9788467871203?ref=grid-view&qid=1494963345425&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/L-Fabric-de-Monstruos-An-Alonso/9788467871203?ref=grid-view&qid=1494963345425&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/El-Tigre-Magico-Pablo-Barren/9788466706155?ref=grid-view&qid=1494962553306&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/El-Tigre-Magico-Pablo-Barren/9788466706155?ref=grid-view&qid=1494962553306&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/Gel-SE-H-Vuel-Vampir-Fin-Casalderrey/9788467530674
https://www.bookdepository.com/Gel-SE-H-Vuel-Vampir-Fin-Casalderrey/9788467530674
https://www.buscalibre.us/libro-el-lugar-mas-bonito-del-mundo/9786070114786/p/32247325
https://www.buscalibre.us/libro-el-lugar-mas-bonito-del-mundo/9786070114786/p/32247325
https://www.bookdepository.com/El-Lapiz-Que-Encontro-Su-NombreThe-Pencil-that-Found-Its-Name-Eliacer-Cansino-Federico-Delicado/9788466747110?ref=grid-view&qid=1494882149334&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/El-Lapiz-Que-Encontro-Su-NombreThe-Pencil-that-Found-Its-Name-Eliacer-Cansino-Federico-Delicado/9788466747110?ref=grid-view&qid=1494882149334&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/Las-cosas-de-Bert--Berts-Things-Roger-Collinson-Antoni-Santolay/9788466715690
https://www.bookdepository.com/Las-cosas-de-Bert--Berts-Things-Roger-Collinson-Antoni-Santolay/9788466715690
https://www.amazon.com/risa-contagiosa-Jaime-Gamboa/dp/B007VS78R2/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495286830&sr=1-1&keywords=la%2Brisa%2Bcontagiosa
https://www.amazon.com/risa-contagiosa-Jaime-Gamboa/dp/B007VS78R2/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495286830&sr=1-1&keywords=la%2Brisa%2Bcontagiosa


*Gómez Cerdá, Alfred. El monstruo y la bibliotecaria.
In this novel, a monster seeking a break from the heat hides inside an air conditioner...and is
carried into the public library!

*Gómez Cerdá, Alfred. Dos problemas y medio.
There are few things that Ruben likes more than daydreaming. One day, while he’s supposed
to be finishing his homework, he starts writing a pirate story in his math notebook.
Incredibly—and mysteriously—the homework that he was supposed to be working on
disappears. Will he be able to retrieve them before his teacher gives him a failing grade?

*Maestro, Pepe. Los cuadernos de Violeta: un paseo por El Río. [Series, Book 1]
While taking a trip on the river, Violeta encounters a hunter. What should she do? Luckily her
dog Barbas comes up with the solution.[Amazon.com]

*Menaya, Purificación. Monstruo, ¿Vas a comerme?
A little boy is terrified that the monster under his bed wants to eat him, but finds out the
monster hates the taste of children! Full of humor and charming characters, this story will
help young readers conquer their fear of sleeping alone.

*Muñoz Puelles, Vicente. Laura y el ratón.
Everyone wonders what the tooth fairy looks like. Laura gets a chance to find out!

Rodríguez Abad, Ernesto. El niño que no sabía Jugar al fútbol.
Rodolfo doesn’t like to play soccer, nor does he play it well! Although everyone insists he
learn, Rodolfo knows how to do other things, with the magic of words and the power to touch
people’s hearts.

Vidal, Séverine. Mora: El gran chisme.
In Mora’s classroom, a secret is uncovered: María is in love with Joshua. When María
realizes that everyone knows, she is embarrassed. The next day she doesn’t go to school,
and gossip about her whereabouts goes wild. A story about gossip and the serious
consequences it can cause. [Chauluna.com]

*Villar Liébana, Luisa. El dragón que quería ser violinista.
Godofredo the dragon wants to be a violinist, he is too large to play the violin! What talent could
replace his interest in music? Typist? Soccer player? He tries everything, and finally finds an
instrument more his size: the contrabass!

https://www.bookdepository.com/El-monstruo-y-l-bibliotecari-The-Monster-and-the-Librarian-Alfredo-Gomez-Cerd/9788426361165?ref=grid-view&qid=1494962767957&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/El-monstruo-y-l-bibliotecari-The-Monster-and-the-Librarian-Alfredo-Gomez-Cerd/9788426361165?ref=grid-view&qid=1494962767957&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/Dos-Problemas-y-Medio-Alfredo-Gomez-Cerd-Francesc-Rovir/9788483432389?ref=grid-view&qid=1494881629689&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/Dos-Problemas-y-Medio-Alfredo-Gomez-Cerd-Francesc-Rovir/9788483432389?ref=grid-view&qid=1494881629689&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/Un-Paseo-Por-El-Rio-Pepe-Maestro/9788414001707
https://www.bookdepository.com/Un-Paseo-Por-El-Rio-Pepe-Maestro/9788414001707
https://www.bookdepository.com/Monstruo-Vas-Comerme-Purificacion-Menay-Petr-Steinmeyer/9788483430279
https://www.bookdepository.com/Monstruo-Vas-Comerme-Purificacion-Menay-Petr-Steinmeyer/9788483430279
https://www.bookdepository.com/Laur-Y-El-Raton-Vicente-Munoz-Puelles/9788420712819?ref=grid-view&qid=1494964741512&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/Laur-Y-El-Raton-Vicente-Munoz-Puelles/9788420712819?ref=grid-view&qid=1494964741512&sr=1-1
https://chauluna.com/collections/diversity-tolerance-and-inclusion/products/el-nino-que-no-sabia-jugar-al-futbol
https://chauluna.com/collections/diversity-tolerance-and-inclusion/products/el-nino-que-no-sabia-jugar-al-futbol
https://chauluna.com/collections/diversity-tolerance-and-inclusion/products/mora-el-gran-chisme
https://chauluna.com/collections/diversity-tolerance-and-inclusion/products/mora-el-gran-chisme
https://www.bookdepository.com/El-Dragon-Que-Queri-Ser-Violonist-Luis-Villar/9788467504354
https://www.bookdepository.com/El-Dragon-Que-Queri-Ser-Violonist-Luis-Villar/9788467504354


*de Vries, Anke. Un ladrón debajo de mi cama.
Hans is determined to be a thief. He has the mask, the bag, even the weapon! Too bad no one
takes him seriously, especially his friend Lisa. How hard could it be to steal something, and
prove himself?

*Zubizarreta, Patxi. Magali por fin lo sabe.
Everyone asks Magali what she wants to be when she grows up, but it takes a trip with her
sister from New York to figure it out.

Informational
Delacre, Lulu. Olinguito, de la A a la Z!
Learn about the flora and fauna of the cloud forest in the Ecuadorian Andes, where a zoologist
searches for the elusive olinguito, the first new mammal species identified in the Americas since
1978.

Fink, Nadia. Frida Kahlo
A graphic novel biography about the famous Mexican artist, Frida Kahlo. The Books del Sur’s
“Antiprincesas” collection present three Latin American women who resisted the cultural
norms of their times and followed their own path in the diverse history of Latin America.

Hee-Ju Lee. Construyamos una pirámide: las máquinas simples
Describes how simple machines, levers, pulleys, wheels and incline planes are used in basic
engineering to make work easier.

Hernàndez, Pau Joan. El gran libro sobre Roma
This interactive, hands-on pop-up book is a great way to learn all about ancient Roman history!

McDonough, Dona Zeldis *¿Quién fue Louis Armstrong? (series)
Young Louis Armstrong might never have become a musician, but for a supportive teacher
and his own passion and musical genius. His revolutionary improvisational trumpet playing
pushed the jazz to new and exciting realms and his career marked a critical moment in
American music and black history.

http://www.agapea.com/libros/Un-ladron-debajo-de-la-cama-9788434837799-i.htm
http://www.agapea.com/libros/Un-ladron-debajo-de-la-cama-9788434837799-i.htm
https://www.bookdepository.com/Magali-por-fin-lo-sabe--Magali-finally-knows-Patxi-Zubizarret-Elen-Odriozol/9788466747813
https://www.bookdepository.com/Magali-por-fin-lo-sabe--Magali-finally-knows-Patxi-Zubizarret-Elen-Odriozol/9788466747813
https://www.amazon.com/Olinguito-Z-Lulu-Delacre/dp/0892393270/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494950685&sr=1-1&keywords=%2BLulu%2BDelacre
https://loritobooks.com/collections/anitprincesas-collection/products/frida-kahlo-para-ninas-y-ninos
https://chauluna.com/collections/ages-0-3/products/construyamos-una-piramide-las-maquinas-simples
https://www.amazon.com/gran-libro-sobre-Roma-Spanish/dp/8498258561/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494942371&sr=1-1&keywords=Pau%2BJoan%2BHern%C3%A0ndez
https://www.amazon.com/Qui%C3%A9n-Louis-Armstrong-Quien-Spanish/dp/1631134221/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494951226&sr=1-1&keywords=Qui%C3%A9n%2Bfue%2BLouis%2BArmstrong


^Millán, José Antonio. ¡Me como esa coma!
Punctuation really does matter! This amusing book illustrates how moving a comma
changes the whole meaning of a sentence.

Navarro,Àngels. Un mundo de juegos
Travel through time and space, from the Egyptian pyramids and Venician canals to the
Space Station! This puzzle book offers curious minds a series of observation games, to
practice logic, reasoning and noticing details.

Perera, Hilda. *Mumú
Mumú is the real story of the adventures of an elephant who has to lead the rest of the elephant
clan from the time he was born.

Stine, Megan *¿Quién fue Marie Curie? (series)
Marie was a brilliant girl who loved math and physics, and grew up to discover to two chemical
elements and win two Nobel Prizes in 1903 and 1911. (science). (historia verídica)

Tubau, Victòria. Manufacturas: 30 ideas sencillas para fabricar objetos con residuos
This activity book uses recycled items such as cardboard, plastic bottles, cloth to make
hats, masks, purses, dresses, puppets, and more. Perfect for the classroom or home, this
manual promotes being creative and environmentally conscious [Amazon].

Winter, Jeanette. Malala/Iqbal, una niña(o) valiente de Pakistan
Jeanette Winter presents the inspirational stories of Malala and Iqbal, two children from
Pakistan who were not afraid and spoke out for human rights. In 1995, Iqbal took on the cause
of child labor and in 2012, Malala, the future Nobel Peace Prize winner, defended girls' right to
education.

https://www.bookdepository.com/Me-Como-Es-Com-I-Eat-that-Comm-Jose-Antonio-Millan-Emilio-Urberuag/9788478719341
https://www.bookdepository.com/Me-Como-Es-Com-I-Eat-that-Comm-Jose-Antonio-Millan-Emilio-Urberuag/9788478719341
https://www.amazon.com/mundo-juegos-Spanish-%C3%80ngels-Navarro/dp/8491010300
https://www.amazon.com/Mumu-Ziaboga-Basque-Hilda-Perera/dp/8421618318/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494951300&sr=1-1&keywords=Mum%C3%BA%2BBy%2BHilda%2BPerera
https://www.amazon.com/Qui%C3%A9n-Marie-Curie-Spanish-Quien/dp/1631134248/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494951267&sr=1-1&keywords=Qui%C3%A9n%2Bfue%2BMarie%2BCurie%3F
https://www.amazon.com/Manufacturas-sencillas-fabricar-objetos-residuos/dp/8498255309/ref%3Dsr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494948564&sr=1-2&keywords=Vict%C3%B2ria%2BTubau
https://www.amazon.com/Malala-Iqbal-valiente-Pakistan-Spanish/dp/8426141862/ref%3Dsr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1494618944&sr=8-2&keywords=malala%2Bjeanette


4th & 5th Grade
Fiction

^Arboleda, Diego. Mil millones de tuberías.
The country where M lives is not like yours. M lives in a world of metal criss-crossed by a
thousands of pipes, in a metal house, with a yard of shiny gray grass. And into this house and
this yard, a meteorite will fall. If by chance you see one fall into your yard, do the same as M:
First, move out of the way. Then, don’t let anyone take it away from you. Sequel: Mil Millones de
Tuberías 2: Aventuras en Espiral

*Collinson, Roger. Las cosas de Berta. [Series]
Follow Berta's incredible and fun adventures

*Gale, Emily. El fiss-zumm misterioso. [Series]
When Eliza's dog Einstein falls in love with the dog next door, things mysteriously go missing
from the house and Eliza begins to hear a strange fizzing sound from next door...so she
decides to spy on her neighbor to solve the mystery! [Amazon]

Gallego, Laura. Héroes por casualidad.
Once upon a time, in a magical land, a king and queen had a daughter. Worried about her future,
the monarchs decide to find her a husband. They organize a contest for only the bravest of the
brave: whoever steals the Grand Wizard's scepter will win the hand of Princess Griselda.
[Amazon.com]

*Lins e Silva, Flavia. Diario de Pilar en Amazonas.
Pilar's magic hammock takes her, Breno, and her cat Samba to the Amazon, where they
befriend Bira and Maiara. Together they discover the secrets of the enchanted forest and learn
that trees are being wiped out. Pilar records the adventure and diversity of the rainforest in her
diary [Amazon].

*Narváez, Concha López. El príncipe perdido.
Prince Baltasar Carlos was a real prince, the son of King Felipe IV. He and his beautiful
little horse played inside the Palace gardens and never went out...until one day he
discovered an open door. Will freedom and new friends make a Prince forget he is a
Prince?

https://www.amazon.com/millones-tuber%C3%ADas-billion-pipelines-Spanish/dp/8467842938/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495285617&sr=1-1&keywords=mil%2Bmillones%2Bde%2Btuberias
https://www.amazon.com/millones-tuber%C3%ADas-billion-pipelines-Spanish/dp/8467842938/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495285617&sr=1-1&keywords=mil%2Bmillones%2Bde%2Btuberias
https://www.amazon.com/Mil-millones-tuber%C3%ADas-Aventuras-Literatura-ebook/dp/B01M4LSP1X/ref%3Dla_B00J82M6WG_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495286105&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.com/Mil-millones-tuber%C3%ADas-Aventuras-Literatura-ebook/dp/B01M4LSP1X/ref%3Dla_B00J82M6WG_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495286105&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.com/Bertas-Things-Cuentos-Libros-Regalo-Spanish/dp/846671569X/ref%3Dsr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494951404&sr=1-2&keywords=Roger%2BCollinson%2Bberta
https://www.amazon.com/Bertas-Things-Cuentos-Libros-Regalo-Spanish/dp/846671569X/ref%3Dsr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494951404&sr=1-2&keywords=Roger%2BCollinson%2Bberta
https://www.amazon.com/Diario-fiss-zumm-misterioso-Diario-Spanish/dp/8469602381/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495137864&sr=1-1&keywords=El%2Bfiss-zumm
https://www.amazon.com/Diario-fiss-zumm-misterioso-Diario-Spanish/dp/8469602381/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495137864&sr=1-1&keywords=El%2Bfiss-zumm
https://www.amazon.com/H%C3%A9roes-casualidad-Spanish-Laura-Gallego/dp/8469604767/ref%3Dsr_1_11?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495633610&sr=1-11&refinements=p_27%3ABru%C3%B1o%2Cp_n_feature_nine_browse-bin%3A3291439011%2Cp_n_feature_five_browse-bin%3A2579001011%2Cp_n_feature_five_browse-bin%3A6118394011
https://www.amazon.com/Diario-Pilar-en-Amazonas-Spanish/dp/987612918X/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495137663&sr=1-1&keywords=Diario%2Bde%2BPilar%2Ben%2BAmazonas
https://www.bookdepository.com/El-Principe-Perdido-The-Lost-Prince-C-Lopez-Narvaez-R-Salmeron/9788421693834?ref=grid-view&qid=1495137940082&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/El-Principe-Perdido-The-Lost-Prince-C-Lopez-Narvaez-R-Salmeron/9788421693834?ref=grid-view&qid=1495137940082&sr=1-1


*Pettersson, Aline. La princesa era traviesa.
Margarita is excited to play the lead actress in her school’s play, but her enemy Gilberto was
cast as her partner! Gilberto uses any opportunity to annoy Margarita, how will the show go
on?

*Pescetti, Luis María. Bituín, bituín.
Natacha writes letters to her dog Raffles about her beach vacation, researches the Beatles at
the library and studies English. This charming series follows the life of a happy girl in school,
at home and with friends.

*Plata, Luis J. Los caballeros de la tabla periódica.
Join King Arthur and his Knights of the Periodic Table! Discover the elements that explain how
the world is shaped, in the context of a beloved historical tale.

^Santos, Care. El genio Ifigenio: Ada, la genia.
Ifigenio, a genie-in-training, must grant a million wishes to a million different children before he
can graduate to a professional genie! What a chore it is, until he meets Ada!

*Stilton, Gerónimo. [Geronimo Stilton Series]
Geronimo Silton, a talking mouse from New Mouse City on Mouse Island, works as a
journalist and editor for a newspaper. All Geronimo wants is a quiet, peaceful life, but wild
adventures take him all over the world!

*Various. Miedos de medio minuto.
How afraid can you be in 30 seconds? Terrifying short stories by various authors, including Neil
Gaiman, James Patterson, Lemony Snicket and more!

Villoro, Juan. El profesor Zíper y la fabulosa guitarra eléctrica.
Will Profesor Zipper's wit be enough to defeat his archenemy, Cremallerus, creator of the most
astounding experiments?

https://www.amazon.com/princesa-era-traviesa-Spanish-ebook/dp/B006M7OAW4/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495139110&sr=1-1&keywords=La%2Bprincesa%2Bera%2Btraviesa
https://www.amazon.com/Bituin-bituin-Natacha-English-Spanish/dp/9705804508/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495136925&sr=1-1&keywords=Bitu%C3%ADn%2C%2Bbitu%C3%ADn
https://www.amazon.com/Los-caballeros-tabla-peri%C3%B3dica-elementales/dp/6074530408/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495139172&sr=1-1&keywords=Los%2Bcaballeros%2Bde%2Bla%2BTabla%2BPeri%C3%B3dica
https://www.bookdepository.com/Ad-L-Geni-Care-Santos-Iss-Sanchez-Bell/9788479426033?ref=grid-view&qid=1495286582598&sr=1-3
https://www.bookdepository.com/Ad-L-Geni-Care-Santos-Iss-Sanchez-Bell/9788479426033?ref=grid-view&qid=1495286582598&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Castillo-Tacana-Geronimo-Stilton-Spanish/dp/6070700988/ref%3Dsr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495137718&sr=1-2&keywords=El%2Bcastillo%2Bde%2BRoca%2BTaca%C3%B1a
https://www.amazon.com/Margaret-Patterson-Connelly-Michael-Selznick/dp/8492939559/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495139215&sr=1-1&keywords=Miedos%2Bde%2Bmedio%2Bminuto
https://www.amazon.com/Margaret-Patterson-Connelly-Michael-Selznick/dp/8492939559/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495139215&sr=1-1&keywords=Miedos%2Bde%2Bmedio%2Bminuto
https://www.amazon.com/profesor-fabulosa-guitarra-el%C3%A9ctrica-Spanish/dp/6071636906/ref%3Dsr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494951913&sr=1-5&refinements=p_27%3AVilloro%2BJuan


Informational

^Clua, Pau. Súper Súper Chistes.
A little book full of ‘super’ jokes to make you laugh out loud!

DK, Dinosaurios.
Packed with fun facts on fossils, amphibians, sea creatures, woolly mammoths, Neanderthals,
insects, and more, prehistoric monsters come to life as never seen before! [Amazon.com]

Gifford, Clive. Una historia terriblemente mortal.
Investigate the dark side of history: from murderous monarchs to deadly plagues.
Disgusting, true and (horribly) entertaining.

Kelley, True. ¿Quién fue Pablo Picasso? (Who Was...? series)
Throughout his long and turbulent life, Picasso continually discovered new ways to interpret and
reflect on the world through art.

Platt, Richard and James Brown. Un mundo asombroso.
Learn neat facts on a wide range of topics including cloud formations, atomic structure, musical
notes, the Greek alphabet, the human eye, Roman numerals, human organs, and international
symbols.

Fables & Fairy Tales

^Cardeñoso, Concha (adaptation). El libro de las fábulas.
Containing 64 fables from classic writers—including Aesop, the Brothers Grimm, and Hans
Christian Andersen—this collection introduces children to tales such as The Fox and the
Raven, The Parrot and the Monkey, and The Frogs That Asked for a King. [Amazon.com]

https://www.amazon.com/S%C3%9APER-S%C3%BAperchistes-Spanish-Clua-Sarr%C3%B3-ebook/dp/B01ENWKB2C/ref%3Dsr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495085729&sr=1-3&keywords=super%2Bsuper%2Bchistes%2Bpau%2Bclua
https://www.amazon.com/S%C3%9APER-S%C3%BAperchistes-Spanish-Clua-Sarr%C3%B3-ebook/dp/B01ENWKB2C/ref%3Dsr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495085729&sr=1-3&keywords=super%2Bsuper%2Bchistes%2Bpau%2Bclua
https://www.amazon.com/Dinosaurios-Spanish-DK/dp/1465460950/ref%3Dsr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1495563325&sr=8-1&keywords=dinosaurs%2Bdk%2Bspanish
https://www.amazon.com/historia-terriblemente-mortal-History-Spanish/dp/6073135661/ref%3Dsr_1_28?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495562776&sr=1-28&refinements=p_n_feature_five_browse-bin%3A2579001011%2Cp_n_feature_nine_browse-bin%3A3291439011%2Cp_n_feature_browse-bin%3A2656022011
https://www.amazon.com/Qui%C3%A9n-fue-Pablo-Picasso-Spanish/dp/0448461757/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_1?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0448461757&pd_rd_r=NPEKCS5NPTHS82HF9P2R&pd_rd_w=DRRFw&pd_rd_wg=Loo39&psc=1&refRID=NPEKCS5NPTHS82HF9P2R
https://www.amazon.com/mundo-asombroso-Spanish-James-Richard/dp/8416690243/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495561303&sr=1-1&keywords=richard%2Bplatt&refinements=p_n_feature_nine_browse-bin%3A3291439011
https://www.amazon.com/libro-fabulas-Tiempo-clasicos-Spanish/dp/849825499X/ref%3Dsr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495086355&sr=1-2&keywords=el%2Blibro%2Bde%2Blas%2Bfabulas
https://www.amazon.com/libro-fabulas-Tiempo-clasicos-Spanish/dp/849825499X/ref%3Dsr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495086355&sr=1-2&keywords=el%2Blibro%2Bde%2Blas%2Bfabulas


^Lyra, Carmen. Cuentos de Mi Tía Panchita.
Encounter magical tales from Costa Rican folk literature, as recorded and nationalized by
Carmen Lyra. From stories originating in Europe and spread across the Americas, to the
infamous characters of Tío Conejo and Tío Coyote, this book is sure to enthrall all reading
ages.

Marcuse, Aida. El coyote, el jaguar y, por supuesto, el zorro.
In this set of folktales from around the Americas, Aída Marcuse has gathered together
‘the coyote, the jaguar and, of course, the fox’ to illustrate the diversity of indigenous
American groups, and the universality of animal characters.

Poetry

Engle, Margarita. ¡Bravo!: Poemas sobre Hispanos extraordinarios.
"Lopez's bright portraits of notable Hispanics have the large scale and graphic discipline of
poster art, while Engle manages to compress the sweep of a biography into a sharp,
compact free-verse poem about each life, from childhood on. Some are famous [...] All faced
challenges [...] and made lasting contributions."―New York Times Book Review on Bravo!

Monteagudo, Constantino Molina. Las ramas del azar.
A book of serene poetry, which contemplates the mystery of life and beauty of nature.
Award winner: Miguel Hernández Youth Poetry

^Sánchez, Gloria. Cuentos con letras.
A fun book of short stories about animals, told in rhymes and wordplay to inspire the reader’s
imagination.

Graphic Novels

^Muñoz, Juan. El Pirata Garrapata en América. [Series]
Garrapata has contracted gold fever, and the only way to cure it is to go to America and return
with bags full of gold. Along the way, the crew of the Salmonete receives a call for help from
Colón, whose crew has mutinied. An exciting adventure of Garrapata and his comrades.
Based on the novels of El Pirata Garrapata.

https://www.amazon.com/Cuentos-T%C3%ADa-Panchita-Carmen-Lyra/dp/9968951919/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495086519&sr=1-1&keywords=cuentos%2Bde%2Bmi%2Btia%2Bpanchita
https://www.amazon.com/Cuentos-T%C3%ADa-Panchita-Carmen-Lyra/dp/9968951919/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495086519&sr=1-1&keywords=cuentos%2Bde%2Bmi%2Btia%2Bpanchita
https://www.amazon.com/coyote-jaguar-supuesto-zorro-Spanish/dp/9583052167/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495633411&sr=1-1&keywords=aida%2Bmarcuse&refinements=p_n_feature_five_browse-bin%3A2579001011
https://www.amazon.com/Bravo-Spanish-language-Hispanos-Extraordinarios/dp/1250113660/ref%3Dtmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1495545546&sr=1-2
https://www.bookdepository.com/Las-ramas-del-azar-Constantino-Molin-Monteagudo/9788432144936
https://www.amazon.com/Cuentos-letras-Stories-Letters-Barco/dp/8434893320/ref%3Dsr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495087350&sr=1-3&keywords=cuentos%2Bcon%2Bletras
https://www.amazon.com/pirata-garrapata-America-Steamboat-Spanish/dp/8467523751/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495088115&sr=1-1&keywords=el%2Bpirata%2Bgarrapata%2Bamerica
https://www.amazon.com/pirata-garrapata-America-Steamboat-Spanish/dp/8467523751/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495088115&sr=1-1&keywords=el%2Bpirata%2Bgarrapata%2Bamerica


Spiegelman, Nadia. Perdidos en NYC: una aventura en el metro.
After getting separated from his teacher and classmates during an outing to the Empire State
Building, Pablo, the new kid in school, learns to navigate the New York City subway system, his
feelings and making new friends...to survive in the big city!

Stevenson, Noelle. Nimona.
Lord Ballister Blackheart, a knight, has assumed the role of a supervillain in order to expose the
nefarious schemes of the kingdom's front organization, The Institute of Law Enforcement. The
kingdom's champion is Lord Blackheart's nemesis and former best friend, Sir Ambrose
Goldenloin. Enter Nimona, a brash young shapeshifter who doggedly follows Ballister until he
agrees to take her on as a sidekick.

https://www.amazon.com/Perdidos-NYC-aventura-Graphic-Spanish/dp/1935179853/ref%3Dsr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495130741&sr=1-3&keywords=toon%2Bspanish
https://www.amazon.com/Nimona-Spanish-Noelle-Stevenson/dp/6077357766/ref%3Dsr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495135791&sr=1-1&keywords=lumberjanes&refinements=p_n_feature_nine_browse-bin%3A3291439011


Plainfield Public Schools

2022 Summer Reading Recommendations

Middle School: Rising 6th, 7th, & 8th Grades

May 2022

Students and Parents,

Every summer, we encourage our students to keep reading and learning, and

this year is no different. Developing a reading habit is increasingly important

as we acknowledge that our students have missed some opportunities for

learning over the past two years.  Summer reading is strongly suggested, but

not required, for middle school students.

Students, please see the suggestions on the next page to help you get the most

out of your reading experiences. You should also review the resources you will

find at the end of the book list for accessing books and e-books.

Happy reading!

Joan Cansdale

Supervisor, Secondary ELA

Be part of the reading community!

Share what you read this Summer on one of these platforms:

Flipgrid: Make a short video book review - https://flipgrid.com/3d4e7db9

Padlet: Write a post about what you’ve read - MS Summer Reading 2022

Padlet

https://flipgrid.com/3d4e7db9
https://padlet.com/jcansdale/jzoppx41s0bi0kir
https://padlet.com/jcansdale/jzoppx41s0bi0kir


Plainfield Public Schools

2022 Summer Reading Recommendations

Middle School: Rising 6th, 7th, & 8th Grades

GET THE MOST FROM YOUR READING EXPERIENCES

Before you read:

● Choose a book that you think you will enjoy. Read the synopsis and a page or

two. Recommendations from friends are also helpful or you can do a little

research to find out more about the author.

● Reach out to the Plainfield Public Library to access e-books and other resources

(http://www.plainfieldlibrary.info/ or call 908-757-1111).

While you read:

● Read at your own pace. Ideally, you should read for at least 20 minutes every

day, but check-in with yourself to be sure you are truly understanding what

you are reading and that you are not just skimming the page. No need to rush!

● Read Aloud. Think about sharing your reading with your family and friends. If

possible, set up a time everyday to read aloud a section of the book. This is a

great way to share your reading expertise and interests with younger siblings.

● Write down any unfamiliar words or phrases and look up their meanings. This

will help to build your vocabulary and improve your understanding.

● Keep some paper, a notebook or post-its handy while you read. As you get to

important parts of the book or major changes or challenges for your character,

make note of the page and what is important to the story. You can also make a

guess as to what will happen because of it.

After you read:

● Think about what you have read. Did you learn something? Has the way you

think about an issue or topic changed? Can you make a connection between

this book and another book you read, a personal experience, or something else

you know about?

● Tell your family and friends about what you read. Share your opinions,

reactions, and connections. Make recommendations to others that you think

would enjoy the book.

http://www.plainfieldlibrary.info/


Plainfield Public Schools

2022 Summer Reading Recommendations

Middle School: Rising 6th, 7th, & 8th Grades

RECOMMENDED READING LIST

Cicatelli-Kuc, Katie. Quarantine: A Love Story. Scholastic Press, 2019.

Two teens find themselves quarantined in the Dominican Republic in this

story about finding love in the most unexpected place.

Diaz, Alexandra. The Only Road. Simon and Schuster, 2016. The story of

two teen cousins fleeing a violent gang in their Guatemalan village and

making the perilous journey through Mexico to the U.S. They are sustained

by courage, their own talents, the kindness of strangers, and above all, the

love of friends.

** Spanish language edition: El único destino. Simon and Schuster,

2016.

Fipps, Lisa. Starfish. Nancy Paulsen Books, 2021. Ellie is tired of being

fat-shamed and decides to cast aside the Fat Girl Rules and unapologetically

become her own fabulous self.

Forna, Namina. The Gilded Ones. Delacorte Press, 2021. Knowing the

dangers that lie ahead, sixteen-year-old Deka leaves her village to train for

the biggest battle of her life.

** Spanish language edition: Las que estamos muertas. Molino, 2021.

Grimes, Nikki. Legacy: Women Poets of the Harlem Renaissance.

Bloomsbury, 2021. This collection of poems uses the original works of

female poets of the Harlem Renaissance coupled with new poems written by

Grimes.

Johnson, Leah. You Should See Me in a Crown. Scholastic Press, 2020. Liz

has a plan to get herself out of her small midwestern town, but a change in

plans and a new crush provide challenges she didn’t anticipate.



Plainfield Public Schools

2022 Summer Reading Recommendations

Middle School: Rising 6th, 7th, & 8th Grades

Keller, Tae. When You Trap a Tiger. Random House, 2020. Would you

make a deal with a magical tiger? This uplifting story brings Korean folklore

to life as a girl goes on a quest to unlock the power of stories and save her

grandmother.

Marks, Janae. From the Desk of Zoe Washington. K. Tegen Books, 2020.

Zoe is determined to uncover the truth about her father’s innocence while

hiding her investigation from the rest of her family.

Ortega, Claribel A. Ghost Squad. Scholastic, 2020. Shortly before

Halloween, Lucely and Syd cast a spell that accidentally awakens malicious

spirits. Together they must fight the haunting and reverse the curse to save

the town.

Royce, Eden. Root Magic. Walden Pond Press, 2021. It’s 1963 and Jez and

Jay have always been fascinated by the African American folk magic that

has been the legacy of their South Carolina family for generations. They will

discover their family’s true power when faced with the natural and

supernatural evil in their town.

Torres, Jennifer. Stef Soto, Taco Queen. Little, Brown Books, 2017. This

story about family, friends, and finding your voice follows Estefania “Stef”

Soto as she struggles to embrace her identity and discovers what matters

most.

Yoon, Nicola. Instructions for Dancing. Delacorte Press, 2021. Evie

doesn’t believe in love any more. If her visions of heartbreak have taught

her anything, it’s that no one escapes love unscathed. Will the boy named

X change her mind?

** Spanish language edition: Instrucciones para enamorarse. Nube de

Tinta, 2021.



Plainfield Public Schools

2022 Summer Reading Recommendations

Middle School: Rising 6th, 7th, & 8th Grades

GREAT GRAPHIC NOVELS

Beautiful (series) Ghosts

by Marie D’Abreo by Raina Telgemeier

The Strange Case of Go with the Flow

Origami Yoda by Lily Williams &

by Tom Angleberger Karen Schneemann

Hot Comb Noise

by Ebony Flowers by Kathleen Raymundo

SUPER SERIES

The Wild Robot The Track Series

by Peter Brown by Jason Reynolds

Spy School Gaither Sisters Trilogy

by Stuart Gibbs by Rita Williams-Garcia

Tristan Strong Series Precious Ramotswe Mysteries

by Kwame Mbalia by A. M. Smith



Plainfield Public Schools

2022 Summer Reading Recommendations

Middle School: Rising 6th, 7th, & 8th Grades

Looking for something to read?

The Plainfield Public Library (800 Park Avenue - 908.757.1111 X112)

● The library has many free electronic resources available, including:

○ Hoopla (e-books, audiobooks, comics, movies, music)

○ Overdrive/Libby (digital magazines)

○ Kanopy (documentaries and more)

○ Other resources available here: Online Databases - By Age Group

● The Plainfield Public Library has Summer Reading programs for you!

Programming begins June 13th. There will be special events, reading

rewards and raffle prizes, including gift cards. For more information, visit

the library in-person, follow them on social media, or go to

www.plainfieldlibrary.info.

● If you have a library fine and charges totalling more than $10, you will

need to clear them in order to access online resources.

● If you don’t have a card or don’t know your card number, you will need to

visit the Library with a School ID or other photo ID to access your

account details.

● If you have a card, but don’t remember your PIN, you can update it on

this website: LMXAC login. You may also request that Library staff edit it

for you when you visit the Library with your card or other suitable ID.

The Internet Archive Open Library

Use this link to learn how to use the Internet Archive:

https://help.archive.org/help/borrowing-from-the-lending-library/

● Audiobooks and e-books that can be downloaded or read online

● Create a free account with your email address.

● Search by author, title, date or subject by using this link: Grades 6, 7 & 8.

American Library Association - YALSA Teen Book Finder Database:

http://booklists.yalsa.net/

http://www.plainfieldlibrary.info/Research/Databases.html
http://www.plainfieldlibrary.info
https://lmac.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lmxac/search/patronlogin/http:$002f$002flmac.ent.sirsi.net$002fclient$002fen_US$002flmxac$002fsearch$002faccount$003f/
https://help.archive.org/help/borrowing-from-the-lending-library/
https://openlibrary.org/search?q=subject%3A%28%22Reading%20Level-Grade%206%22%20OR%20%22Reading%20Level-Grade%207%22%20OR%20%22Reading%20Level-Grade%208%22%29%20first_publish_year%3A%5B2000%20TO%20%2A%5D&has_fulltext=true
http://booklists.yalsa.net/


Plainfield Public Schools

2022 Summer Reading Recommendations

High School - Rising Grades 9 through 12

May 2022

Students and Parents,

Every summer, we encourage our students to keep reading and learning, and

this year is no different. Developing a reading habit is increasingly important

as we acknowledge that our students have missed some opportunities for

learning over the past two years.  Summer reading is strongly suggested, but

not required, for most high school students. Students in AP English courses

should complete the reading and writing assigned by their teachers in order to

be optimally prepared for the more rigorous demands of those courses. You will

find the AP assignments at the end of the book list.

Students, please see the suggestions on the next page to help you get the most

out of your reading experiences. You should also review the resources you will

find at the end of the book list for accessing books and e-books.

Happy reading!

Joan Cansdale

Supervisor, Secondary ELA

Be part of the reading community!

Share what you read this Summer on one of these platforms:

Flipgrid: Make a short video book review - https://flipgrid.com/ce3d96f7

Padlet: Write a post about what you’ve read - HS Summer Reading 2022 Padlet

https://flipgrid.com/ce3d96f7
https://padlet.com/jcansdale/ux7zp0prw4fsl715


Plainfield Public Schools

2022 Summer Reading Recommendations

High School - Rising Grades 9 through 12

GET THE MOST FROM YOUR READING EXPERIENCES

Before you read:

● Choose a book that you think you will enjoy. Read the synopsis and a page or

two. Recommendations from friends are also helpful or you can do a little

research to find out more about the author.

● Reach out to the Plainfield Public Library (http://www.plainfieldlibrary.info/ or

call 908-757-1111) to access e-books and other resources.

While you read:

● Read at your own pace. Ideally, you should read for at least 20 minutes every

day, but check-in with yourself to be sure you are truly understanding what

you are reading and that you are not just skimming the page. No need to rush!

● Read Aloud. Think about sharing your reading with your family and friends. If

possible, set up a time everyday to read aloud a section of the book. This is a

great way to share your reading expertise and interests with younger siblings.

● Write down any unfamiliar words or phrases and look up their meanings. This

will help to build your vocabulary and improve your understanding of the story.

● Keep some paper, a notebook or post-its handy while you read. As you get to

important parts of the book or major changes or challenges for your character,

make note of the page and what is important to the story. You can also make a

prediction about what will happen as a result of this event or change.

After you read:

● Think about what you have read. Did you learn something? Has the way you

think about an issue or topic changed? Can you make a connection between

this book and another book you read, a personal experience, or something else

you know about?

● Tell your family and friends about what you read. Share your opinions,

reactions, and connections. Make recommendations to others that you think

would enjoy the book.

http://www.plainfieldlibrary.info/


Plainfield Public Schools

2022 Summer Reading Recommendations

High School - Rising Grades 9 through 12

RECOMMENDED READING LIST

Acevedo, Elizabeth. Clap When You Land. Quill Tree Books, 2020. Two

sister – Camino in the Dominican Republic and Yahaira in New York – learn

of each other when their father dies in a plane crash. (National Book Award)

Boulley, Angeline. Firekeeper’s Daughter. Holt and Co., 2021. Daunis never

feels fully settled in either her reservation or the outside world. She is even

more torn when she witnesses her best friend’s murder and is pulled into an

FBI drug investigation.

de la Peña, Matt. Aquí estuvimos / We Were Here. Vintage Español, 2021 /

Ember, 2009. Life often doesn’t work out how you think it will and running away

is sometimes the quickest path back to what you’re running from. Follow

Miguel’s journey of self-discovery and forgiveness.

Ducharme, Jamie. Big Vape: The Incendiary Rise of Juul. 2021. This

nonfiction selection traces the dramatic development of the company Juul

and the vaping industry that began as a solution to a public health problem

and became a controversial business blamed for addicting a new generation

of underage tobacco users.

Hilb, Jessie. The Calculus of Change. Clarion Books, 2018. Navigating

uncertain romance and the crises of those she loves, Aden must decide how

she chooses to see herself and how to honor her mom’s memory.

Morris, Brittney. The Cost of Knowing. Simon & Schuster, 2021. Alex

Rufus is sixteen and trying to live his best life. It’s a challenge because he

can see into the future. When Alex has a vision of his brother’s imminent

death, everything changes.



Plainfield Public Schools

2022 Summer Reading Recommendations

High School - Rising Grades 9 through 12

Philippe, Ben. The Field Guide to the North American Teenager. Balzer +

Bray, 2020. Black French Canadian teen Norris Kaplan moves to Austin,

Texas, and shares the joys, clichés, and humiliations of the high school

experience in this humorous novel.

Shabazz, Ilyasah & Jackson, Tiffany. The Awakening of Malcolm X.

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2021. A fictional memoir by Malcolm X’s

daughter recounting Malcolm Little’s formative years in prison and the

harsh realities of systemic racism he faced.

Villasante, Alexandra. The Grief Keeper. G.P.Putnam’s Sons, 2019.

Seventeen-year-old Marisol and her younger sister flee their home in El

Salvador and Marisol agrees to become involved in a risky, experimental

study in the United States to keep her sister safe.

Watson, Renee. Love is a Revolution. Bloomsbury YA, 2021. A love story

that is not only about a romantic relationship, but also about how a girl finds

herself and falls in love with who she really is.

Woodfolk, Ashley. When You Were Everything. Delacorte Press, 2020. Cleo

wants to erase every memory that tethers her to her ex-best friend, but it

isn’t as easy as she had hoped, especially after she’s assigned to be Layla’s

tutor.
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GRAPHIC NOVELS

Across the Tracks After the Rain

by Alverne Ball 7 Stacey Robinson by Nnedi Okorafor & others

Run, Book One Juliet Takes a Breath

by John Lewis & others by Gabby Rivera

Sapiens: A Graphic History: Noisemakers: 25

The Birth of Humankind Women Who Raised

By Yuval Noah Harari Their Voices

Erin Bried (editor)

OTHER AUTHORS TO CHECK OUT

Tomi Adeyemi Children of Blood and Bone, Children of Virtue

and Vengeance

Tiffany D. Jackson His Hideous Heart, Monday’s Not Coming,

Allegedly

Justina Ireland Dread Nation series

Kekla Magoon How It Went Down, Light It Up, X: A Novel

Jason Reynolds When I Was the Greatest, All American Boys,

Long Way Down

Erika L. Sánchez I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter,

Lessons on Expulsion: Poems

Nic Stone Dear Martin, Dear Justyce

Ibi Zoboi American Street, Pride, Punching the Air
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Looking for something to read?

The Plainfield Public Library (800 Park Avenue - 908.757.1111 X112)

● The library has many free electronic resources available, including:

○ Hoopla (e-books, audiobooks, comics, movies, music)

○ Overdrive/Libby (digital magazines)

○ Kanopy (documentaries and more)

○ Other resources available here: Online Databases - By Age Group

● The Teen Summer Reading program at the Plainfield Public Library starts

on June 13th. There will be reading rewards, special events, and raffle

prizes, including gift cards. For more information, visit the library

in-person, follow them on social media, or go to

www.plainfieldlibrary.info .

● If you have a library fine and charges totalling more than $10, you will

need to clear them in order to access online resources.

● If you don’t have a card or don’t know your card number, visit the

Library with a School ID or other photo ID to access your account

details.

● If you have a card, but don’t remember your PIN, you can update it on

this website: LMXAC login. You may also request that Library staff edit it

for you when you visit the Library with your card or other suitable ID.

The Internet Archive Open Library

Use this link to learn how to use the Internet Archive: Borrowing From

The Lending Library – Internet Archive Help Center

● Audiobooks and e-books that can be downloaded or read online

● Create a free account with your email address.

● Search by author, title, date or subject by using these links:

○ Grades 9 & 10

○ Grades 11 & 12

American Library Association - YALSA Teen Book Finder Database:

http://booklists.yalsa.net/

http://www.plainfieldlibrary.info/Research/Databases.html
http://www.plainfieldlibrary.info
https://lmac.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lmxac/search/patronlogin/http:$002f$002flmac.ent.sirsi.net$002fclient$002fen_US$002flmxac$002fsearch$002faccount$003f/
https://help.archive.org/help/borrowing-from-the-lending-library/
https://help.archive.org/help/borrowing-from-the-lending-library/
https://openlibrary.org/search?q=subject%3A%28%22Reading%20Level-Grade%209%22%20OR%20%22Reading%20Level-Grade%2010%22%29%20first_publish_year%3A%5B2000%20TO%20%2A%5D&has_fulltext=true
https://openlibrary.org/search?q=subject%3A%28%22Reading%20Level-Grade%2011%22%20OR%20%22Reading%20Level-Grade%2012%22%29%20first_publish_year%3A%5B2000%20TO%20%2A%5D&has_fulltext=true
http://booklists.yalsa.net/
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AP Language and Composition (Grade 11)

REQUIRED TEXTS

1. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (Click on the title)

2. The Other Wes-Moore by Wes Moore (Click on the title)

3. A text of your choice related to either #1 or #2 (see details below)

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

For Texts #1 and #2: (See example at the end of the document.)

Keep a Dual Entry Journal for both books.  Record a set of journal entries after every

three chapters.  Journal entries must include:

● Chapter numbers/names

● Summary and response

● Two quotations with page numbers and response

● One or more vocabulary words with page numbers and definitions

For Text #3:

Select a text that will extend your knowledge of either Text #1 or #2. Possible topics for

further reading may include: the time frame, geography, fashion, politics, religious,

social issues (past or present) and/or social customs as they relate to the novel.

Write an essay in which you connect one of the required texts to the text you chose.

TAKE NOTE:

● Journals and essays will be collected the first week of school.

● Journals will receive a formal grade based on 100% scale.

● Essays will also receive a formal grade based on 50% scale.

● Do not use summaries, etc. obtained from websites. All work is to be your

original writing.

http://marul.ffst.hr/~bwillems/fymob/things.pdf
https://cl2hart.weebly.com/uploads/5/9/4/4/59447175/the_other_wes_moore__1_.pdf
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AP Literature and Composition (Grade 12)

Take Note: Due to the present pandemic, the traditional AP Summer Reading

requirements have been modified. Since you have been recommended for this class, I

know that you will do your best to complete both the short stories and poetry

assignments.-- Dr. Colucci

SHORT STORIES

Read the following three short stories, all accessible online with the links below, and

complete the dual entry journal writing assignment.

1. Sonny's Blues by James Baldwin

2. The Jilting of Granny Weatherall by Katherine Anne Porter This link does not

work.

3. A Worn Path, a Story by Eudora Welty

WRITING ASSIGNMENT

You will keep a dual entry journal for each short story. Each journal entry must

include:

● Summary and response

● Two quotations from the story and a response for each quotation

● One new vocabulary word with the definition

https://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/2B-HUM/Readings/Baldwin-Sonnys-Blues.pdf
http://people.morrisville.edu/~whitnemr/html/The%20Jilting%20of%20Granny%20Weatherall.htm
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1941/02/a-worn-path/376236/
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POETRY

Select a poet of your choice and read at least two of her/his poems. Each poem should

be at least four stanzas long. Look up words that you do not understand and write

their definitions. You can access poems and poets at Poetry Foundation.

Then, write a first-person commentary in response to each poem. Each response

should be three-quarters to one handwritten page, or one-quarter to one-half

word-processed page, and may include:

● the image you get from the poem

● the tone or mood that the poem conveys

● the poet’s message

● what you like and/or dislike about the poem

In addition, look up information about the poet and write a short informative essay

about him/her.

TAKE NOTE:

● Short story journals, poetry commentaries, and informative essays about the

selected poet will be collected the first week of school.

● Journals will receive a formal grade based on 100% scale.

● Poetry commentaries and informative essays about the selected poet will also

receive a Formal grade based on 50% scale

● Do not use summaries, etc. obtained from websites. All work is to be your

original writing.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
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SAMPLE DUAL ENTRY JOURNAL

(for both Short Stories)

Name of Short Story:

Summary:

Janie begins to tell her story to her

friend. We learn of Janie’s first

marriage.

Response:

I feel sorry for Janie. I would not want

to marry someone I did not love.

2 Quotes:

“You need protection.”

“He didn’t even wash his feet.”

Response to each quote:

I still do not agree with this marriage.

Protecting someone is not the same as

loving them.

What is the author telling us about

the character? Does he care so little

about himself or about others that he

does not attend to personal hygiene?

Vocabulary word(s):

treacherous

Definition(s):

deceptive, untrustworthy

Repeat this format for each set of entries - one for each short story.

.
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